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PLEA OF SEMMES THE PIRATE.
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Foll Copy of His Lettor to thn Prosidemi—
He Ciatms Parole Usndor Joo John-
ston's Narrendoer— e Peocvnds Lo Argay
Mis Onse, nod Emliguien the Presi-
dent om colats of Milisary nad Qivil
Lnw,

[Our Washington dospatches, o fow days since,
mentioned the reception by Prosident Johnsoo
of amanitesto or protest weolost the imprisons
ment or tna) of Rupharl Senes, The com:
pléhe document 1+ now belore us, and we give it
entire. It 18 in Bewnmes' own huodwriting, and
8 pot up with great onre. Whnt dver s intrinsic
value may be, 1t is worth nutting on record, as &
pact of tge history of the lute Itebellion,—Kd, ]

To His Excellency Andrew Johnson, Prosi-
dent of the Duited States, 80— Boeing satistied
that you are suxious to arrive st a correct deci
glon of my caee—ons that shall sccord, at the
tame tame, with the honor awd dienity of the
Unated Btates, nua with justics to myaclf—1 ven-
tare to address you (he tollowing briel eyvnosi-
uon of the lnw and the ety of the cove,

OUn the 26th aay of April, 1845, the following
military convention waes entered lnto 8t Greons-
boro. N, €, between Genernd Joseph B, John-
FIem, cowmanding voe Conlea to Sintes Army
in horth Carolins, aad MajocoGenoral W, 'F
Sherman, communding the Unioo States Army
in the ramo Btate, viw :—

1 Allactsof war om the part 0! tho troops undor
Genera Johnslou's command 1o conae fr oo vhan date

2 ' Al arms and pubiae pywg ety 10 ho depositod ab
Greetirooro, apd el vored to un ordnanee officer ol
the Unite o States army

8. wol'g of all the cfligern and men to be mado in
duplieate, one copy 1o bo retmven by tho commindor
of ho rroops and the other 10 be ».oven to an offic v
to he demenats d by Genersl “hiorman  Each othecr
and man 1o ;ave his individua’ obbieation, din writing,
pot 10 take up a:ms neminst the Government of the
Umited States until properiy rolesced from this obe
neation.

4 The side arms of officers. and iheir private
horses and baggage, to be rotmned by them,

B, This bedng done, 0l 1hs offioers and men wi'l be
permitied to retorn to ther Lomss, not to be dis-
turbed oy the Unitod States aplhoiitios 8o long o
they obeerve their obligntion and tho awya in joroe
where they may reside

By ned) . 3, SHERMAN, Mujor-Goneral,

Commanding 17 & Fooeesdn Nerin Caroloon,

(Slened) Jog K. JoRNerox uouvreal,

Lommanding C 8 Forew (o SHorih Carclina,

Here, Mr. President, was o« dJdoamn militury
convention entered into by Lwo Genevals, who
lwd oppoging armias m the i which con-
vention the one ana the ot
1or cextnen teriis; Gepernl Johuston sgroviog o
lay down nis aros and dishand his foroes, sod
Genoral Sherman agreeiag, ¢ vonsiderafion
thereof, that tne torces thus dishonde d shall pro-
cecd 4o therr homes, una there remnin un fis
turbed by the Umted Stntes muthoritics, |beg
you to oleerve the nee of the woed “undis-
tui bed,” one of the most comprehensive words
0 our lanruage, . ¥

1 pray you &ls0 to remark the formalitie: with
which ths convention wuas Jinasn. We wers
treated as otlicers comumpmdins wrmies, ropre-
senting of course, il nol u @ Juie, at least n
e jacto Government, Our proper m litary titles
were acknowledged, 1 was mevselt sivled and
treated in the musterroils, aud other papers
driwn up by hoth parties, a hvlgadier-general
and o rear-admiral. The honors ol war usaual
upon surrenders upon ferms were accorded to
ug, in our beipng permitied to roadn our side.
arvios, private horses, and bugrage,

In short, the juture hisborag, upon reading
this convention, will be auuble 1o distingaisin It
in any purticulav (rom other siulir paoers
agreed upon by sarmics o recogoized Govern-
mente, At the date of, and some waeks prior o
the ratitication of thug convention, [ commauded
4 bregade of arilllery, foriming & part of the
army of Generpl Johnston, 1 wae, of conrse,
included In the terms of the conventlon. |
compliel with those ferms, under orders
recaaved from General Jolmston, by turoing
over my arme to the proper officer, and
disbanding my ferees,  The convention was ap-

roved by the Government of the Umted States,

Your Bxoellency muy vecolleot that the tirst cone
vention entered into bot waen Geteral Johnston
and General Sherman, which provided, among
other thipgs, for thoe return ol the Southern

Siates (o their funetions under the Constitution

ol the Unlted States, was disupproved by the

Government on the ground thur General Bher

man, innndertaking to treat of polineal masters,

had transeended hig authoricy. The grmistics
which had been declared between
armies was dissolved, and Lootlities wore re-

new e,

A lew days afterwards, bowever, new negotia.
tions were commenced, and the convention with
which we have to do, wis the second convention

. ensered into by those Generals: aud whioh was a
stubstuntial readoption of the m'litary portion of
the test convention. It was this latter conven-
tion which was tormally approved, both hy

Genarnl Grant, the Commander-idoChiof, under

whose orders Genernl Sherman peted, and by the

Executive st Wushimgton,

Confiding in the good fsith of the Govern-
ment, qlmigml in a solemn tronty as wbove
ginted, 1 returned t+ my home in Alabamas, pnd
remained thare for the gpaee of seven mooths,
engnging fn eivil porsuits ns o wenns of liveli-
hood for my dependent family, nnd“lyielding' i
ready obedience to the laws, I had, . [net,
beeome an officer of the law, havine established
mysell a8 an st'orney, It would have been
enpy 1or me, st any time witlhin these seven
monthe, to pass out of the couvtry, if 1 had had
any doubt about the bindng obigation ot the
Grecoshoro Couvention, or ol the good faith
ol the Government,

But I had no doubt on elther noint, nor have
any doubt yet, as 1 feel guute sure that when you
shall have informed yources of all the fsots of
the case, you will come to the conclusion that
my srrest was eutirely without warrant, and
order my discharge,  While thus remaining
quictly gt my home, in the beliel that [ was
“not to be disturbed by the Uplited Btates
suthorities,” I was, on the 16th day of Decem-
ber, 1866, in the mnight time, arrested by
a Lieutenant and two Sergeants of the Marine
Corps, under un order sigued by the
Beeretary of the Navy, and pliced under guard,
a tile of soldiers in the meantime surrounding
my house, 1 was wnformed by the officer making
the arrest! that I was to prooeed to Washinglon
in his custody, there to answer to w charge, a
copy of which he hunded me, This churge, and
the protest which I filod next day with the Com-
manding General of the Department of Alabama,
against my arrest, your Excellency has alrendy
aegn, The guestion for you then to decide, Mr,
President, is the legality of this arrest,

Cam I, in vislation of the terms of the military
convention already relerred lo, and under
which I lnid down my arms, be held to snswer
for any act of war committed anterior (o the
date of that convention? I respectiully submit
that I cannot be so held, eitber during the con-
tinuance of the war (und the political power has
not yet proclaimed the war ended) or after the
war shall have been brought to a close by pro-
clamation, aud the restoration of the writ of
habeas corpus, without a rant violatlon of
faith on the part of the United States,

If §t be admitted that I mightbe tried for any
act dehors the war, and having no conpection
with it, s8 for instance for a forgery, it is yet
quite clear that I eannot be urrested or arralgned
for any act manifestly of war, and acknowl
a8 such (as the act, for instance, for which I was
arrested ), whether such act be in consonance with
the lnws of war, or in violstion thereof; und this
for the simple reason thet the military conven.
tion was a condonation and an oblivion of all pre.
cedent sots of war, of what nuture soever those
acts might be. I am “not to be disturbed,” says
Pl e, S B
Why, man s Tor any (
conitted agalbst the United States. This iy
the oply commen senie view of the case; sud

r taeneral supalated |

the two !

if the convention did not menn this it eon'd
mean nothing; and 1 laid down my arms, w b
npon terms, a8 1 had supposnd, but witho
torme, It 1 was stiil at the merey of the
conqueror, and my arrest nsserts as moach, I
was in the condltion of one who had surren-
dered wncouditianally; but it ba: been seen
that 1 did pnot surrénder unconditiopaily, but
upon terma—terme engralled uvpon & treaty
ratified nnd approved by the congueror’s Goye
anment, Norls it consistent with good rath
to qualify or restrain those terme, #0 48 to muke
them inapplieable to note of war thet may be

clalmed 1o have been In violation of the laws ol |

war;: for thig would be to refine n=ay all the pro-
teotion wh ch has been thrown nround me by
trealy, and put me (o the wer of  the
opposite contracting party, who might put
g own construction upon the laws of war,
This wve sttempt, Mr, President, has been
made in '31-‘ cnse belore you,
esoaped, ufter my ship had been  sunk
from under me m the engagement off Cnerbourg,
und 1 hind been precipitared Into the water, the
enemy not having taken possession of me, aceord-
ing to the laws and usages of war, as your Lx-
c¢ollency may read in almost every page of naval
history, the Secrotary of the Navy claiming the
contrary, The true, and the only just and fair
eriterion is, Waa the aot for which the arrest was
made an act of war? I g0, there 12 an end o
the question, and 1 must be dischadged, for, as
beltote remarked, the conventioa, i it fs any-
thing, is an oblivion of all the acts of war of
whutever nature,

ot 1t may be satd that, although I cannot be
tricd by 8 military ibunal during the war, |
winy yet be tried by a cwvil tribunal after the
war, Let us try this question also. [ was,
vndoub edly, amenable to the clvil tribunals of

| the couniry, a8 well alter as before the conven.

tion, lor any otfense of & purely civil nature, not
tounded npon an sot of war—-for instanae, as
betore, the crime of lorgery, IT I had committed
u forgery In North Caroline, I eould not, upon
arralgnment, plead the military convention in
bar or trinl, Why not? Becauge that conven-
tion had reference only to nets of war.
treatea with, o my capacity of asoldier and sea-
man,  But, does it follow that I may be tried lor
treason ¥ And i not, why not?

The Attorney-General tells you that trensou s
# civil ofdense, and In Lis opinion triable exelu-
slvuely by tae civil coutws, sud he hopes you will
give him plenty of ocenpation in trymg “many
whom the sword hns spared,” (Bee his letter to
you of the 4tn of January, 1B66.) But doos not
that otficer lorget that beason = made up ot acta
of war; and is1t not apparent that you cannot
try me lor acta of war?

The Coustitution of the United States, which
the Attorney-General snys he loves even better
than blood, declares, in words, that tresson
sgoinst the United Swites shall consist only in
levying war sgeinst them, or in adhering to
thelr coemies, giving them wid and comtort—all
of winch sdbrerence, giving of alG and comfort,
ete,, are equally acts of war, There Is no con-
structive treason i Lhis country., Thus 1 can
neither be tvied by a mlitary wibunal during
the war, nor & oivil tribanal alter the war, for
any fact ol war, or for treason which congists
only of acts ol war,

But ar way lurther be gald, that thie conven-
tion, or which I am clniming the protection, is
not @ oonbinteg convention, and will expire
with: the war, when, us Mr, Speed thinks, you
may hand me over to the civil tribunals,
Wheveo can such o conclusion be drawn? Not
from the terms of the convention, for these
contradict the copclusion; npot byl implicg-
tion werely, buv in (oidem verbis., The terms
are “pot to be disturbed, so long a8 they
shull obeerve their obligation and the laws in
lorce where they may veside.” A misuse of
termes, Mr, President, sometimes misleads very
clever winds, And 1 presume it s by o miguee
ol termos that the Attorney Geneial l}aas fnllen
into this error. (See his lewer to your Excel
leney, befure reteired to,) That eilicer, while
he aduits that parale proteels the party paroled
{rom trinl during war, yet contends that it does
nat protect him from tra! by a awvil tribnnal,
for trenson, after the war., As | have shown
that ftresson con only copsist ot wots of
war, nnd thut the military convention 18 an
oblivion ot all acis of war, the Atlorney-tiene-
ral, when be says that o paroled party muy be
tried for trenson st 1the end of the war (the pa-
role bemmg ne lonver a protection to him), must
moenn that the parole will have died with the
war. Thisis entarely true of a mere parole, for
a parele s only a promise, on the purt of a pri-
soner of war, that i he 1s released (rom impri-
sonment he will not take up arms again, unless
he 18 exchunged, This parole is s frequently
given by prisuners of war, who bave surrendered
unconditionily, as by those who nave surren-
dered npon terms.

There cannot be any parole. then, without n
prizancr of war,and the status of prisoner of
wor eensing, the parole censes—for cessemie ra-
figme, cossas of jpsae lex., Thus far the Attorney-
Cenersl Is quite logieal, bat by confounding In
bis mind the certineates given to the officers
apd wen of General Johnston's army, starin
the terius of the Greensboro Convention, anc
guorapteding those otficers and men against
molestution, in sccordance with those terms.
with paroles, it is easy to see how the mwistuke
I s e xposing ean have been made,

But the convention made between General
Jobupston and Geueral SBherman was not u mers
relensing of prisoners on parole; nor, indeed,
bad it anything to do with prisoners, for none of
the officers and men of General Johnston's army
ever were prisoners, a8 may be seen at a glance
hy an inspection of the terms of the convention.
It wis a treaty botween commanding generals in
the fleld, in which the word parole {4 not once
nsed, or could be used with - propriety; a treaty
in which mutual stipulations aré made, one in
conslderation of another, and there is no limit
s to time set to this treaty.

_OUn the contrary, it was expressly stated that
tae guarantees coutalned in it were to continue
#nd be in force 2o long ns the parties to whom
the guarantees were given should periorm their
partof the treaty stipulations. It was made not in
contemplation of & continuation of the war, but
with a view to put an end to the war: nmi tho
gunruntees were demanded by us as peace guar-
anfees, It dld, in effect, put an end to the war,
and pacify the whole covntry, General Taylor,
in Alabama and Mississippl. and General Buek-
ner and others, 1o Texas, following the lead of
(eneral Johnston.

Are we to be told now by an Attorney-General
of the United Btates that the moment the object
of the convention, to wit, the restoration of
L}:mcc. was accomplished, the convention itself

wenme 4 nullity, its terms powerless lo protect
us, and that General Johnstoun's army surrens
dered, In fnct, without suy terms whatever?
You chnnot sustain such sn opinton, Mr, Presi-
dent. It will shock the common sense
and love of fair play of the American
people. But to show still further that it
was the intention of the parties that this ghoald
be & continuing convenilon, the words used
were ‘‘not to be ﬁlsturbm] by the United States
authorities,” these words belng coextensive with
the whole power of the Government. We ware
not only **not to be disturbed" by General Bher-
man, or apy _other milit commander or su-
thority, but by any suthority whatever, civil or
military, Nor will it do to say that General
Bherman, being merely & militsry man, had no
authority to gpesk for the civil branch of the
Government, for his action, as we have seen,
;ul approved by the administration at Wash-
nglon.,

e more remark, Mr, President, and I will
forbear to trespuss further on your time and pa-
tienee, The aot of war for which | was
wus weli* known to the Depurtment of the Gov-
ernment making the arrest ten months before
the convention was entered into at Greemsboro.
It was ulso well known to the same department
that about the widdic of February, 1865, I was
assigned to the sommand of the James River
Bquadron, nesr Richmond, with the raok of a

| nloved by my
, Eal escape off Cherbo

I clalm to have |

1 was |

Hrnr-‘\dmlrul;r'lying thus promoted and sm.
Tovernment aiter the alleged ille-

Urg,
i1 ihe Gevernment tnen entertained the de-
rign, which it has since developed, ol arresting

' ano trying me for thie alleved breach of the
Inws of war, was it not ies duly, both to itselr

and to me, to have made me an exception to any
mifitary terms it might have been disposed to
grant 10 our armies ! [ put it to you, Mr. Pre |
dent, ae n man afl a magistrate, to say. and |
will rest my case on your answer, whether It
was copsietent with honor and tair desling for
thi* Government firet to entrap by menns of a
niil tary ponvention and then, baving me in 1%
power, to arrest me and declare that convention
pull and vold, fur the course recommendod to
you by Mr, Spead comes Lo this—nothing more,
nothing less.

I have thus laid before vou, tedionsly, 1 fear,
ond yet ng concisely as was cousistest with
cleniness, the grounds upon which 1 claim at
vour hande, who are the guardinn of the honor
of a great nation, my discharge from arrest and
mpmgonment, [ have spoken treely and
fravkly, us it beeaume sn American citizen to
gpenk to the Ohiel Mae'strate of the American
Keputlle, We live In times< ot high "party ox-
clfement, when men, uplortunately, are but
too prone to take counsel ol their poadgsoprs;
bu paeslons  die, and men die  with
them, and after death comes history, In the

| futute, Mr, President, when Amertea shall have

# history, my record ana that of the gallant
Southern people will e eagratted wpon and
breame & part of your history, the pages of
shich you are now actiug; and the praver of
this petition is that yon will not permit the
honor of the American name to be tarnished
by n perfidy on those poges. In this paver
I have stood strictly uvvon legal delenses: but
should those barriers be beaten down, conscious
of the rectitude of my conduet thronghout
# chequered and eventiul career, whrn the
commerce of half a world was at my mercy,
and when the passions of men North and South
were tosged into a whirlwind by the current
events ol the most blocdy and terrific war that
ihe human race bad ever seen, | shall hope to
justify and defena myeelf against aoy and all
charges alfectine the honor aud reputation ol a
man and s roldier. Whantever else may be eaid
ot me, I have, at least, broueht no diseredit
upon the American name and character, 1 am,
viry respectiully, ete,, Rarmarn Sesane,
Wasbington City, January 15, 1866,

WASHINGTON.
‘Spiviel Despatedes to The Evening Tulégraph.
Wasnmaron, Fobraary 2.
Cortof War VYeunols,

The Seeretary of the Navy sent to the Senate
yeeterday the records of the Naval Bouard con-
ven«d at Brooklyn in June Tust to examine the
claims for the cost of our war vessels above the
contract price; from which it would eppear that
awards were made tor thirly-seven wooden
double-enders, amounting to 3814,074; for
¢ix Iron double-enders, $356,518; for three poan-
boats, $100.854; for the Mianfonomah, $35,85 2 for
the iron-clad propellers Miliwaukieand Winnebago
$69,013; for the wron-clad Orordaga, $35,203; for
81X river and harbor monitors, $656,061; for the
light deaft monitor Nawbue, $36,683; for the
monitor Comanche, $170,083, with $96,000 more
for this last named vessel,elalmed as cost by the
contructors, These suns are all nwards in addi-
tion to the amounts specitied in the original
covtracts. The Becretary of the Treasury, in a
note to Representative Washbuorne (11,), Chair-
man of the Committee on Commerce, expressad
his dissent to the House bill establishing a
port of entry at New Orleans, He thinks it wounld
virtually abolish the Districts of New Orleans and
Naotenez, and establish St. Louis as the chiot port
of entry instead of New Orleans, The bill em-
brages iu the proposed district the Mississippi,
Missourd, and Ohio rivers. There seems mo
good renson, in bis opinion, to sel aside the rule
Lo establish ports of entry within convenient reac
of those points where forelgn merchandise passes
within the boundaries of our country. He says
experience has shown the neceasity ol secar-
ing the duties on imports as soon as possible
after the latter arrive within the couutry, To
permit vessels with foreign cargoes to pass ap
our principal rivers for thirteen hundred miles
to 81, Louis without the duties being previously
puid or secared, would open the door to smug-
glers, which even the constant presence of an
inspector on board would fail effectually to
cloge, He sees no reason lor making 8t Louls
i port of entry that would not equally apply to
Cincinnati, or, as regards zeographical position,
to Cairo or Mound City, and esnnot approve the
objeots of the bill even in & modified form. In
necordance with his opinion, the Lill hus been
reported on adversely by the committee,

The Reportef the Revenue Commission,

The report of Lthe Revenue Commlission is
being examined and commented upon very
genernlly by members of Congress, Its recom-
mendstions meet with umversal favor, The
only promivent feature which does not seem
likely to be adoptsd Is she reduction of the
tax on whisky, An lmmense smount of testi-
mony upon which the recommendations of the
commission are based, and whlch io some in-
stances changed entirely the views and opinions
of the Board, 1s at the disposal of Congress, and
can be had whenover it chooses to call for it
Before framing the proposed amendments to the
Nutional Bank Act, the Committee on Banking
und Currency will await the decision of the
Supreme Court in the tax cases now being
argued, which will determine the legality ot
m unicipal taxes upon nationsl securitics,

Murder in Hartford.

Hanvrorp, February 2—Aun [tallun named
Lé¢ Gang was mortally wonnded this morning
by nshot fired by another Itallan named An-
tomio White. The parties had had s diffioulty
over a game of cards last night at White's {ree
concert saloon., The assassin was arrested,

—The Liverpool (England) Mercury announces
that it has just added the establishment one
of Hoe's eight-cylinder presses,

~—There are three hundred wod forty-nine
bouses to be taken down in the old part of Paris
belore the 15ta of Armi, which canse ten
thousand families, comprising forty thousand
souls, to be displaced, aud compel them to seek

other lodgings,

—The remarrisge of & )ounﬁ Hindoo widow
has tnken place in Bombay. this is the nrst
msatance of suy properly oelebrated marriage
in the Presidency, the event has been a subject
of co tulation mmwong the more liberal mem-
bers of the Hindoo community.

—The magnificent collection of Assgyrian bas-
rellefs jrom the pulace of Nimroud, presented by
M. Delaporte, Consul-General of France in the
Ewsit, has been placed in the gallerles of the
Louvre. These antiquities, several of which are
of immense proportions, belopg to an exoced-
ingly distant pe.rr:d.

THIRD EDITION

THE WAR

IV MEXICO.
Movements of Tmperial and
Liberal Forces.

BACDAD REOCCUPIED BY IMPE-
RIAL FORCES.

A et o A Y Y

A Protest Against the Action of United
States Militory and Civil Officors.

New Onreaxy, Febroary 1.—Files of thie Muaty.
moras Ranehero, lvom the 284 to the 27th uls,
have been recvived,

The Ranehero insists that Joavex left 11 Paso
for Tesns, and that his arrival at San Antonin,
betore reported and denled, was desired to ba
concenled,  Also, that he brouglit a great deal
of gilver for future use,

Cortinas Jeft Brownaville on the 221 ult, for
up the Rio Grande. He retarned and cressed
over toa point fitteen ma'ea below Matamoras
on the th; and Cabedo with his entire force,
250 strong, left Camargo for some interior Mexi,
can point.

Canaoles, with @ small foree, left Mier for Vie.
torie, Mexice, He and Escobado are at open
variance. The Kanchero says thay they cannot
now cscape to nealral territory for protection.

Boagdad wae abandofied on the 20th by the
Libernls and by tho United Btates ganrd placed
there. The Imperial troops reentered it on
Bnme day,

Enghlish, Fremch, aud Spanish men-o<war were
ermeing off the mouth ot the Rio Grande, and
three Mexican Imperinl war  vessels were
erulsmg from off the mouth of the Rio Grande
to Drazos St, Jago.

Major-Goneral Wright is reported to have ar-
rived at Brownsville to jovestigate the Bagdad
allair,

A belter condition ol affuirs exists at Monte-
rey. Tne business wen who had left st for Sal.
tillo were returning.

Nearly all the merchants of Matamoras, and
among {hem several prominent and influ-
ential Laberalists, have published a solemu pro-
test ngninst the course ol the United Stalesariny
and eivil ofiicials on the Texns s'do, charging
them with being respongible for the troubles and
outrages on that [rontier, by aiding the parti-
sans of Juarez, a party whioh a* preseat husino
more foothold or basis ol operalions on this
frontier than that afferded by said oificlals, The
protest is very severe, and its truth is officially
cerfitied to by the Vice-Consuls of Spaln, Franes,
IMugsin, and Great Drituin resideat at Maln-
INUITES,

3
Wi

Farticalnrs of the Ocenpation of Chi-
huahuns by the French—Tae dablanet
and Sulte of Prestdent Suaresz—List of
their Names in Fall -Defont of the L
perialisin by FPorfivio Dinz ot Comit-
lpa—iseane aad Desorilon among the
Fremeh Troops nt Acapualoo—Gieneral
Riva Falaclos prepariug for s Fresh
Campaign, Ete,

Fr Pago, January b,—DPresident Juarez and
Cabinet, with about three hundred and fift
men, are still at th's place, where they armvec
on the 18th ult, They huave tound the *‘last
dueh,” and must fight or leave rthe soil of
Mexico, The tollowing named gentlemen form
the Cabimnet:—

Sebastian Lerdo de Tijadu, Foreign Relations
end Government,

Joge Muorin Yglesius, Justice, Tressury, and
Public Credit,

General Ygnacio Mejin, War and Marine,

Principal officers in the suute ol the Pres-
denti—Genernl Franecisco Ortiz de Zareite, Geno-
ol Pablo Marfa Zamarcons, Genersl Juan N,
Miratuentes, Colonel Junn Peres Oustro, Colunel
Mariano Digs, Oolonel Jose Maria Gomes, Llen-
tounnt-Colonel Plawon Banches, and Laoutenant-
Colonel Jose Ypes.

The Governor of Chilhunahus, Don Luis Terra-
zus, arrived here a few days sgo. He has been
very actlve In raising & force large encugh to
expel the Imperial mercenaries from the Seate,

The appointment of Genernl Logan has raised
the hopes ol the Republicans 1o the highest
pitch. There is no doubt but that with = Iittle
material ald from the United States the Govern-
ment would soon be able to drive the nsurpera
into the seas, and to place republican institutions
above par in Mexico.

The Perwdio Ojicial, the organ of Juarez,
publishes (January 1) the following detslls of
the French ocenpation of Ohibushon:—

We have received the following particulars
from a person worthy of confidence:—The
French force entered the capital of the Spate
(Chibuahun) on the 11th, almost without being
noticed, Their numbers were estimated by some
persons at less than five hondred, but | counted
over six hundred, This force was commanded
by Captain Billot, and consisted of three com-
runy of the 7th Infantry Regiment and one com-
pany belooging to the 1st Squadron of the Chas.
eeurs d'Alrique, two pleces of artillery, aud their
truin, They were accompanied by some sixty or
elghty Mexican traitors,

They immediately placed guards at all {Le
outlets of the city, cutting off communication
with the outer country, und requiring all per-
#ons having arms to give them up.

Om the 16th this rigorous state of affuirs was
relieved by order of the commanding officer, who
155ued u sort of decree declaring that sl persons
were at liberty to carry arms; bul that in the
event of any one abusing the priviege he would
be immedntely shot, in cise of the offender
being & sérvant, his master would in addition be
punished by fine and imorisonment,

It Is reported that another column of one
thoussnd men, under Lisutenant-Colonel d'Al
vizy, will arrive between the 156th and 20th inst.,
escorting a large amount of specie, This loree
i# to remain at Chihuahus, while the troops
already here will, it ls suppored, march to El
Paso, TlLe calumn expected conslsts of the rest
of the 15t squadron of Chasseurs d'Afrique, and
either the 62d Infantry Regiment or the other
battalion of the 7th,

The course pursued by the French commander
cannot deceive any save the most smmple, He
visited several private houses, snd informed the
inwates that they need have no fears, and that
be was deslrous of becomlng unluted with
those reputed to be Liberals lu order to
prove 1o them that he was more liberal than any
ol them, He pald a visit to the houvse of Don
Luls Terrazas (Governor of the state of Chihus-
hua), who sccompanied President Jusrez In his
flight, and informed the lady of Benor Terragas
thit, a8 her husband had been elected Governor
of the Btate by the people, he was ready 10 recog-

nire the election, and would appoint him Chiel
Tu ft-tial Preicot o the Depariment,

He added that he would write him to that
offcot, aud wonlid furthermore nssure lum that i
e goruples would not allow bhim to sccept the
appointment be might return and reside veaoe.
fully in the c¢ity without being molvstad, and
without belng required to make ang oath or
aeclaration, b

One pereon states that he actnally heard this
oflicer suy thut Juarer woull refarn to Mexion
very speedily ne an ally of France, and uvot of
the United Siater,

All this shows the utter want of confldence o
the ene*my in Invading the capital of u Stk
whose inhabitants have given 40 many piroois of
their devotion w the Republic and to the Con-
stitutionsl Government of Mexico. It shows
that the commander of the Invading foree, well
knowing the sentiment of the rone of Chilita-
b, secks to gain their affections by assurances
ond promises which are as hypoeritical ns they
nre buse. This is n iresh evidence of the popa-
Inrity (1) which is relied upon by the French
intorveniion 1o establish an empire in Mexico,

OFFICIAL NEWH FROM BL PARO,

Wasnmaoros, Febroary 1,— Otliclal news has
been riceived here up to the Sth of Jannary
liom Y Pago, the resiovnce or the Mexizan
Goyerpmenst,

Gepneral Ygnacio Mejin, one of the defen lers
ot 'uebln, hus been sppointed Becretary of War
i 1 residens Jasrez's Cabonet,

The French hivve not made another attempt to
nttack El Paso. General Ferrago's divislon wus
cloge by, and the place i2 Wwoked upon ng en-
urcly safe.

The vews trom {he interior thows that the
Freveh wre quite desgusted with their endloss
isk o establishing Maxiontiasn's auchority upon
un unwillivg reople.

BAx Fraxcizoo, Janvary 4.—General Diero
Alvarez hue written 4 letter rom La Providencia
1o Congul Godoy at San Francigeo, under date ol
December 18, in which he avRi—1 Lave just re-
ceived official despatenes from General orfirio
iz, communicating that on the 4th of Decem-
bier he defested the trastor Vicoso at Comidipa,
in the Distulet o1 Moreiwos, He made quite a
vumber of prwoners, aud the snemy lost sixty
men killed and wounded, while we had but one
man killed and a few wounded.

Our climate Is decimating the ranks ot the

tinitors who are in wilitary possession of Acs:
wlco; we keop hmusssing them continually,
Llielr sitoation i such thut ull who can try Lo
come over o our quarters, nnd we have already
admitted to our ranks elghty of their soldiers,
I hnve good reasons to say that betore loug they
will all leave our port,

Un the trontiers ol our Stato continual skir-
miching is kept up. Thuos far we have been sue-
ceesiul in n-p\.lalni the enemy every time he
bar gttempled to wnke inrowds in our terr tory,
and their vxpeditions can only be congidered a-
toragione raads, to rob and practise extostion on
the peorle. The glorions tlag of the republic
waves over the whole State,

ihe nfamous murder ol Generals Arteagn,
Stlugar, and other patriots, far from iotimidat
ing the people of Michoacnn, haa caused o
generul outburst of indignation and thirst for
revenge, | have recoived o letter from Riva
L alucloy, the General-in-Chiefl of the Army of
the Centre, in Michoscan, who says he 14 con-
tionally receiving reintorcements, and has now
three thousand men srwed und ready to begin a
new campsign.

The continuanes of Juarez in the Presidenoy
of the republic has my. most sineere aoproval;
L s respected by all, and i8 the only mas fully
ait to meet the exigencies of the country under
ealsting circomstances. I fecl confideat that he
will have the glory of planting our nationuel
bunner sgain on the walls of toe eity of Mexico,.—
New Yeork Herald,

FROM BALTIMURE TO-DAY.

Nolngs of the Irgisintnre—Crime—Nall-
rund Frojoin, Eia,

Special Deospatehes to the Roening Telegraph,

Bavinony, February 2.—The Maryland Seoate
yesterday raiged the salary of Licutenant-
Governor Cox from ten dollars per day duriog
the legislative session to two thousand dollars a
year,

Eprigg larwood, a Southern sympathizer, who
was elected to the clerkship of Anne Arnadel
county lnst fall, was jesterday voted out by the
House delegates, and his loyal competitor re
stored to said office, This shows that Juige
spence, who 18 contesting the election of Judge
Fromklin (dislc yal), will surely be suceessiul,

An unusual number of burglaries, robberies,
und other outrapes are now occurring hete,

All of the prowioent railroad projects before
the present Legislatire have been favorably
ueted on,

The Wreck of the “Missourl »

Lovisyinee, Febroary 1,—The Aibany Lelger
60¥9 that the steamer Charmer went to the wreck
of the steamcr Missouri on Tuesday worning,
and succeeded in getting the boat's safe and
books, Mr. Malin, the clerk, has gone to Evans-
ville to obtain possession of them, nnd he will be
able to muke out a complete Het of the lost, The
remains of Captain Hurd’s wile were recovered
from the wreck yesterday afternoon, The other
bodies have not yet been recovered.

The Smallpox in the Southwest,

Cwoisxary, February 2.—8pecial despatches
to the Gazelle state that the smallpox is prevail-
ing to an slarming extent throughout many
paris of the South. The Huntsville Independent
says that unless some orgunizged eflort s made
10 arrest its progress, it will become epidemic,
and sweep over the whole land,

The Southern papers are filled with accounts

ol murders und robberles,
izt oot U 2

Marine.

Bosron, February 2.—The steamship Cleopatra,
frotn New Orleans, reports, January 27th, twenty
miles ofl Cape Halteras, saw the barque GFeorge
N, Hunt, from New York for Bavannah, having
on bourd the crew of the wrecked schooner
Lark, The barque had a considerable quantity
of cotton on deck, supposed to have been saved
from the Lark,

Locometive Explosion.

Nuw Onreans, February l.—An engine ex-
ploded on the Jackson Railroad, near Armite
City, killing three men, inoluding Colonel For-
ney, ex-Chief of Police, and wounnding four

others,
—_————— -

From Vera Cruz.
New Yorg, Pebroary 2.—The steamship Vera
Cruz has arrived hare, from Vera Cruz via Ha-
vina. Her newsis anticipated,

Markets by Telegraph.
New Onveaxs, Folruary 1.—Cotton—Sales of
1200 bales at 48 cents. Frelght for New York, 1
%«n:’; I‘A“v’erpool, jd. New York oheoks, } discount;
od, :
New Youx, February 2.-—CUotton Jnm wt 4o,
¥lour steady more active ..n:la 10 000 bb's,
&l unchaneed . Wheat dull., Beer

m @lwmmhhggm“ :t “Og'l. Lard heavy

THE GREAT RAILROA
CONTROVERSY.

Argument of Judge Black for the
Atlantic and Great Western
Railway Company.

The duty T owe lo this cnse will be vary ensily
ertormed, It ia wall taat it huppened so, for if it

nd been hard to do I am afrald it would not be
done at all, The several companics who Are nsso-
cinted together in this defenca with the Atlantio
apnd CGreat Western Compuny, for which Mr,
CUhurch and I appear, have bean very folly and
very ahly represented by the gentlemen who have
alresdy spoken. The srguments made by Mr.
Wharton and Mr, Baddle mre so full and ample
that they lenve nothing more to be desired, Thay
have dope wery full justioa to all the questions
which are pecullarly lmporwmnt to 'heir clinnts, ns
well as to the other guestons ln which we as well
as they have & common intereat

You shall hear no superflaons disoassions In
this pinee from us, DBesides, what 1 nave o sa
will be shortened by another consideration.
think 1 have a right ‘o presnme to know-—and It is
my botnnden dnty;to takke It tor granted ‘hat this
Conrt will not declde or glve an op'nlon npon Any
subject not dirvectly radred upoun the evidenes, and
proporly brought betore the Court on this motion—
that your Honor will not allow vourssif o be
carried out of the record for the purpose of sayiog
anything upon any subjecl, no mMAifr with whiat-
ever power, slogaence and ingeomty other and
irtelevant conslunritions may b us wed npon your
mivg, Thisisa private coniroversy bptwsnn pri-
vute poarttes, and pothiog cnn be detarmined here
exer pt siTicily legal and private int-rests that are
invelved between (these parties. 8 these ques-
tions that form a proper subjeet of ndindieation in
this coss thers (s hot ons in which the Atlantic and
Great Western Company s purticainrly, espe.
cinlly and exclusively interested, and that sesmy
lo me to have been thrown Into the ones more as o
moke.welght than for uny other purpose,

The plaintiffs in their bill make n quasl denial
thiat we ara a corporation. They do not deny it
bravely, boldly, plainly, but they siy that we pre-
trud 10 be n corporation nnder soms luw of which
lhv{' are profoundly ignorant. It has not bappened
to them by auy chanee to have sesn & book in whioch
ibat Inw was printed.

In the whole courss of their very careful re-
senrches [n this ¢nse, they hiye never come ROrosy
anything thint looks like authority for us o be or-
ganized s A& body Htle, They droentiraly in-
nocent of any knowiedge upon the subject, ancd
for thelr speciul satisiaction they deaire thiat Ll we
do tet up n prelence of eing W corporition, we
should be held to striet legal proof of ity so thas
iLey mny rest their coneelenoss snfely in any pro-
eoediugs they may have taken ngninst us.

The answer (hat we have to muke to the Penn-
sylvania Rallrond Company when It asgerts that
WE ATe Not A corporntion, or says that It doss not
kpow whe her we nre or ate po', is one that we
mein 1o make a very fiatone, We desire to ex-
press only resgect for the gentiemen who manage
the road, and some admirntion for the enterprise
which enables them 1o doa great service 1o the
State, but It is best to be very plain about i, and
fay o the Pennsylvanin Railroad Company it s
nope of your business whether we have a corpo-
ration or not. It we have not, we are guilty of &
usurpation, but we have usurped apon the Com-
motwenlth slone, and not upon the Pennaylvanin
Rallrond Compuny, andthe Commonweslih lssup-
posed to have an exidtence of (s own, separite
and indepeudent nltogether of the Pennsylvania
Haoilroand. I think this Is n présumption, a8 it
psad 1o b, howevir unirng some porsons may sup-
pofe it ta be In point of fiet.

Now If the Commonwenlth e¢an tolernte this
ining, which th#é pinintifis allege to be R usarpa-
tion, I assume that they onght not to muke much
compinint. Who suthorizd the Pennsylvanin
(Comprny o play parens pateice for the benefit of
the grent Commonwesh h of Pennsylvania and the
commercinl interess of the pabic! Who made
her high constable nmong the sm (dlar corporntions
of the State, to keep them In ordert Who consti-
iated her Qrand Inquisitor Genernl to be prying
into the charters of other corporations, demand-
ing their charters, and then pleking fAaws in
them, and paseriing whether they are right or not?
Why, if your Honor pleases, it cannot be possible
that anybody will nvoid seelng thit soch a doo-
irine as ilmt, such a system of Investigation,
wonld destroy our whole system of juribprudence
in a month, The whole thing would full into mere
OPFUEnANCY.

Ill thera is any rule that is well understood, 1L is
that ip & controversy batween privite parties,
iiere cAan be nmo quesilon arise about the duties
which one of thése parties may or may not owe to
the public. Ifa publié oficer takes It upon hime
elf 1o exerciee an oMce to which he |anot en-
titled, who questions his pight T Nota private lo-
dividoal sgiuinst whom lhe may huve lssuned o
warrant or done something in his officinl capueity
which nflects bis privats interests, as the title of
toe off'cer 1o the place he holds s conclusively
settled If the public authorities tolerate him there,
~0 it is with corporations. Your Honor will pro-
bably recollect n ense—I think it occurred while
you wers Attorney Genernl of the Stare—in which
h gentleman in the county of Westmorsland as-
sumed upon bhimself the dotes of the FProsident
Judge of that judicinl district, & very distingushed
and highly 1espectable gentleman, a practising
lawyer. }rn wis deeply interested in the ndminle-
tration of justice, and on the withdrawal of the
commission by which he held his offlee he under-
took to institute proceedings for the purpose of
testing it, When he came to the Suprems Court
they never looked any further than to see if the
proper party was making the complaint, and as it
was not the Attorney neral who preferred the
churgs, but a privata jpdividual, it wis lnid naids,
as & (hiog wbat could not be enterwained for o
moment,

When the Supreme Court was first organized,
(voon after the adoption of the present Constitu-
won)n gentleman o one of the northern counties
filled s bill sgainst & rallway company, arging shas
it was about to take his land, and thet company bind
no right to do sny such thing, as his land was not
upon the route, He nsked the Uourt to decree that
they should lollow the true route which the char-
ter prescribed to them, It was manifest on the
face of the bill that it was intended o vindicats &
private right. The Court at oncs sdid that public
doues were not Lo be enforoed atibe sultof & pri-
vite individual, although it was palpable on the
fuce of the bill thit the rallwhy company wns éx-
oradlog its charter. When the Attorney Genersl
come and flled & bill in the same words exsetily,
sxcept & new head and tail, the deoree refused in the
first Instance was granted sl once,

Let me name another case not repentad in the
booke, 1uoseltmore for Hlustration thiun authority.
About the year 1534, In oue of the townships of
Cambria coonty, & man brought a suil before
ustios of the peace, against another for five dol-
wre, not 85 99,  In the ¢ourse of the hearing before
the maglsirate, It became spparent that the olaim of
the plalot il was fonnded upon & loan which he had
mude to the defendant of a five dollar note of the
Bank of the United Sintes. The justics wis an ex-
ofedingly sound man upon what was then the graat
poliitioal question of the da(y. and he saw the mo-
ment the case camobefors him that here wWas an op-
rortunity to crosh the mooster thut was nokonly in-
]lulnz the commeree of Philadelphia and the State,
as the plaintiffs here allege against uy, but wis pro-
ducing lmmense injury to the currency and trade of
the whole Unlon, and accordingiy he pronoanosd
judgment in favor of the defendant, om the sole
ground that the Bank of the Unlted Swtes hud not a
valld charter, and thus confiloted with whuat he
called sibe great principle of General Jaokson's veto
mensure,” henever in subsequent and frequent
nllesions to that enterpriss he wus called on, he in.-
sisted that the charter of the Bank was vold and
luvnlid, and be knew It (o be 8o, because he declded
it himself.

Now, his declsion was right, There oan be no
doubt of It, He was perfectly sound, and the only
trouble was that the Uourt had no jurisdiction to
mnke that declsion, as the Obief Justice of the Su.
preme Court of the Unlted States, or a majoricy ot
the Court, would have 10 make & simllar decislon
In & case between & corporation whose ohurter e
nlle to be Invalid and the goveranment that
made and gave that charwr,

It must be apparent how difonit it would be ta
do justice in & country If every man io the conn.
try conld nssutne t0 be the Avenger of sn (ojured
Inw. 1If the Pennsyivania Ralroad Oompany
have the rl&lﬂ to ke the red bolw of her ven-
feRnce and throw them abont wharever she deem -
od them necessary, to stay the encronchmenis and
usurpation of any other corporation, two resalts
would follow: & corporation whose charter is con-
tested after that would not only kave (0

[ Continued on Second Fage.)




